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Figure 4. San Joaquin Industry Sectors by Commuter Quotient 
The Information and Agriculture & Mining sectors are the greatest outliers among San Joaquin County sectors of industry.

Note: E.H.S.: Education, Health, & Social Services, T.W.U: Transportation, Warehouse, & Utilities
Source: Census Transportation Planning Products (CTPP), 2006-2008 ACS County-to-County Industry Flow tables

workers from outside the county or if 
workers sought employment outside 
the county (commute). We do this by 
dividing the proportion of workers 
living in San Joaquin County in each 
industry with each industry’s share 
of San Joaquin workers, which we 
have reduced to a number we call a 
“Commuter Quotient”.  An industry 
with a Commuter Quotient of 100 
means the share of people who work 
in that industry is equal to the share 
of people who work in that industry 
and live in San Joaquin County.  
Consequently, an industry with a 
commuter quotient larger than 100 
means a significant amount of people 
live in the county but commute 
outside the county for work. An 
industry with a quotient less than 
100 means more people work in the 
industry in San Joaquin County 
than there are people living in the 
county and working in that industry 
– the industry relies on workers 
commuting in from other counties 

(though, there may still be people 
commuting outside the county to 
work in this industry).

Figure 4 displays the results of this 
comparison for each industry.  About 
half the industries in San Joaquin 
County have Commuter Quotients 
of about 100, but many differ 
significantly. The Information sector 
has the largest Commuter Quotient: 
only 1.3% of people who work in 
San Joaquin County work in the 
Information sector, but 2% of people 
who live in San Joaquin County 
are employed in the Information 
sector. Three-quarters of these people 
commute to the Greater Bay Area, 
while one-third alone commutes 
to Contra Costa County.  Another 
stand-out is the Professional Business 
& Technology Services sector with a 
Commuter Quotient of 117.  Similar 
to the Information sector, three-

quarters of these commuters travel 
to some Greater Bay Area county, 
with 45% alone commuting to work 
in Alameda County.  This is likely 
a reflection of few job opportunities 
being available in these sectors in 
San Joaquin County.

The industries with Commuter 
Quotients less than 95 are the 
Agriculture & Mining, Wholesale 
Trade, Retail Trade, and 
Transportation, Warehouse, & 
Utilities sectors.  The Agriculture 
& Mining sector employs 5.9% of 
San Joaquin County workers but 
only 5% of those who live in San 
Joaquin County are employed in 
the sector, resulting in the smallest 
Commuter Quotient of San Joaquin 
County industries at 86. 32% of 
these in-commuters come from 
Stanislaus County, while 20% come 
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from Sacramento, and another 16% 
come from Merced County. The 
Wholesale Trade, Retail Trade, 
and Transportation, Warehouse, & 
Utilities sectors are similar: roughly 
half the in-commuters in each sector 
come from Stanislaus County, 
while most of the rest come from 
Sacramento County. 

Conclusion
A workforce nearly half the total 
number of workers employed in 
San Joaquin County commuted to 
and from San Joaquin County to 
work according to the 2006-2008 
ACS. Almost half of in-commuters 
came from Stanislaus County, while 

70% of out-commuters worked in 
the Bay Area – mostly in Alameda 
and Contra Costa counties. These 
commuters worked in all industry 
sectors, but most worked in the 
Construction, Education & Health 
Services, and Manufacturing 
sectors. Though, it is unclear how 
commuting has been affected 
by the recession, commuters in 
the Construction sector have 
surely declined significantly and 
Manufacturing commuters to the 
Bay Area may have declined as 
well.  It is likely, however, the overall 
commuting pattern presented here 
has not changed significantly.

The most common 
industries worked 
in by San Joaquin 
County commuters 
were Construction, 
Education & Health 
Services, and 
Manufacturing.

1-800-52-SHARE

COMMUTE BETTER
SHARE  RIDETH

E

CommuteConnection.com


